A man, aged 51, suffering from a fairly large carbuncle oni the back of the neck, was confined to bed and suffered from much pain. The carbuncle was being treated with boric fomnentations and was steadily enlarging and forming a central crater containing a large mass of bard dead epithelial debris. I gave an intramuscular injection of 1 c.cm. of mercury salicylate, and oii the following morning there was a most perceptible softening of the mass. lt continued daily to get rapidly better; the slough was cast off and an uneventful recovery ensued.
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CASE III.
A woman, aged between 50 and 60, was suffering from chron0ic dermatitis of the whole body, with bleb formation and much irritation. I treated this with calamine lotion, and in several weeks there was a marked improvement over the whole body, but new formations of blebs continued to appear. I therefore gave two injections of mercury salicylate at an interval of five days, and complete recovery ensued, no further outbreak of blebs occurring. The condition had been troubling her for many months.
For local infections of the skin I have long had a strong faith in calamine lotion, which seems to have a peculiar, or what is usually termed a " specific," effect in healing skin infection. Ferguson has investigated the results on the blood of the injection of mercury salicylate, with the assistance of Dr. Simson, who was tuberculosis officer at Southampton at the time. His results revealed an immediate general leucocytosis in the blood within-twenty-four hours of the injection. He has found that certain salts of arsenic produce a similar effect, and that in malaria quinine produces a similar leucocytosis, though not so pronounced. The conclusions drawn are that the " specific " action of mercury, arsenic, and quinine in certain diseases is all due to a general leucocytosis produced in the blood.
In my opinion the local use of calamine lotion produces a local area of leucocytosis which causes its " specific "1 action in skin infections, and the same effect is produced by unguentum hydrargyri ammoniati. In these cases the salts of the heavy metals zinc and mercury prodtuce the result locally. I 
